ABRAM  URBAN 


DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1911. 


Springfield  House, 

Abram, 

January,  1912. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Abram  Urban 
District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1911,  together  with  copies  of 
the  various  statistics  as  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
County  Council,  &c. 

The  Population  at  the  census  was  6,893,  the  total  number  of 
inhabited  houses  being  1,292,  the  average  number  of  inhabitants 
being  5.33.  This  average  appertains  practically  all  over  the  district, 
varying  only  from  5.31  (the  lowest)  in  Abram  Brow  Ward,  to  5.38 
(the  highest)  in  Bickershaw  Ward.  From  the  time  the  census  was 
taken  (April  1st)  to  the  end  of  June,  there  was  a net  gain  to  the 
district  of  25  persons,  and  this  brings  the  population  up  to  6,918  at 
the  middle  of  the  year. 

. It  is  on  these  figures  that  I have  based  my  calculations.  With 
regard  to  the  district  generally  there  is  very  little  difference  in  the 
conditions  to  those  which  existed  12  months  ago. 

The  Rateable  Value  is  <£30,800,  this  being  slightly  larger  than 
last  year,  and  a penny  rate  produces  <£125. 

The  population  is  mainly  a working  class  one,  the  chief  oceupa* 
tions  being  colliery  work  for  males  and  some  females,  and  mill  work 
for  the  majority  of  the  remainder  of  the  females. 


2 


For  descriptive  purposes  the  dwellings  may  be  divided  into  2 
classes,  the  old  and  the  new,  under  the  latter  category  being  in- 
cluded those  built  within  the  last  20  years. 

All  the  old  houses  except  the  farm  houses,  have  2 living  rooms 
and  2 bedrooms ; all  with  the  exception  of  a few  in  Plank  Lane  have 
back  doors.  (These  are  now  being  altered).  The  new  houses  have 

2 living  rooms  downstairs  with  scullery  or  pantry  or  both,  and  3 
bedrooms,  one  fairly  large,  the  other  2 rather  small.  Very  few  of 
the  houses  are  provided  with  baths. 

The  total  statistics  for  the  year  are  as  follows : — « 

Deaths  (Nett  deaths  belonging  to  the  district,  including  11 
which  have  occurred  in  institutions  outside  the  district)  are  116  in 
number,  giving  a mortality  rate  of  16.76  per  thousand  of  a living 
population ; this  is  4.40  per  thousand  higher  than  the  rate  for  the 
year  1910. 

The  following  are  details  of  these  deaths: — 

Ages  at  Death : 

Under  1 & under  2 & under  5 & under  15  & under  25  & under  45  & under  65  and 
1 year  2 years  5 years  15  years  25  years  45  years  65  years  upwards 

25  9 10  5 7 13  22  20 

In  addition,  5 bodies  have  been  recovered  from  the  Maypole 
Colliery,  in  which  it  was  impossible  to  say  what  the  ages  were. 

With  regard  to  the  25  deaths  in  children  under  12  months  old, 

3 have  occurred  in  illegitimate  children. 

The  Ward  distribution  and  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population 
are  as  follows : — 


Population 

Total 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
thousand 

Deaths  under  Rate  per 
1 year  thousand  births 

Abram  Brow 

2106 

37 

17.5 

6 

113 

Bamfurlong 

2304 

25' 

10.8 

3 

54 

Bickershaw 

1401 

22 

15.6 

5 

116 

Plank  Lane 

1082 

32 

29.5 

11 

239 

On  comparing  these  figures  with  those  of  1910,  we  notice  there 
is  a general  increase  all  round,  but  more  particularly  so  in  Plank 
Lane  Ward,  the  figures  in  this  ward  being  very  bad,  and  certainly  so 
with  regard  to  the  infantile  deaths. 
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Zymotic  Deaths.  22  deaths,  giving  a rate  of  3.18  per  thousand, 
have  been  registered.  They  are  made  up  of  Diarrhoea  and  its  allies 
11,  Measles  6,  Whooping  Cough  4,  and  Enteric  Fever  1;  and  of 
these  12  are  in  children  under  12  months. 

The  Ward  distribution  and  the  several  rates  per  thousand  of  the 
population  are  as  follows : — 


Deaths  from 
Zymotic  Diseases 

Rates  per  thousand 
of  the  population 

Abram  Brow  Ward 

5 

2.48 

Bamfurlong  W ard 

6 

2.60 

Bickershaw  Ward 

4 

2.86 

Plank  Lane  Ward 

7 

6.46 

There  has  been  a great  increase  in  deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases, 
chiefly  due  to  the  excessive  heat  and  consequent  Diarrhoea  in  July 
and  August.  This  increase  is  again  most  marked  in  Plank  Lane 
Ward. 


Births.  197,  being  3 less  than  last  year,  have  been  registered, 
consisting  of  90  boys  and  107  girls.  The  birth  rate  is  28.47  per 
thousand ; this  is  slightly  higher  than  last  year. 


12  of  these  births  are  illegitimate  children,  2 boys  and  1 girl  in 
Abram  Brow,  2 boys  and  2 girls  in  Bamfurlong,  1 boy  and  1 girl  in 
Bickershaw,  and  2 boys  and  1 girl  in  Plank  Lane  Wards  respectively. 


The  details  of  the  births  with  rates  are  as  follows: — 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Rote  per  thousand 

Abram  Brow  Ward 

24 

29 

53 

24.69 

Bamfurlong  Ward 

27 

28 

55 

23.87 

B ickersha  w W ard 

19 

24 

43 

30.69 

Plank  Lane  Ward 

20 

26 

46 

42.51 

With  reference  to  the  above  table  Abram  Brow  and  Bamfurlong 
Wards  show  decreases  on  the  previous  year,  while  Bickershaw  and 
Plank  Lane  show  increases,  more  particularly  in  the  latter. 

Notifications.  71  have  been  received  during  the  year,  being  a 
decrease  of  22  on  the  previous  year. 
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The  Ward  distribution  is  as  follows  : — 


Abram 

Brow. 

Bamfurlong. 

Bickershaw 

Plank 

Lane. 

Total. 

Diphtheria 

5 

3 

3 

Nil 

11 

Erysipelas 

s 

6 ' 

5 

Nil 

19 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

5 

2 

Nil 

10 

Enteric  Fever 

19 

5 

4 

1 

29 

Puerperal  Fever 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

2 

Total 

35 

20 

14 

2 

71 

Abram  Brow  Ward  is  the  only  ward  to  show  an  increase  over  the 
previous  year,  and  this  is  entirely  due  to  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  Enteric  cases  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever  shows  a marked  diminution  in  cases  notified,  there 
being  10  as  compared  with  45  of  the  previous  year,  and  there  has  been 
no  fatal  cases. 

Puerperal  Fever.  2 oases  have  been  notified,  and  both  terminated 
fatally,  1 in  Bamfurlong  Ward  and  the  other  in  Plank  Lane  Ward. 
The  mid  wives  in  attendance  on  each  case,  not  residents  in  the  Town- 
ship, were  suspended,  and  one  of  them  has  since  ceased  to  act. 

There  is  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Erysipelas 
notified,  19,  as  compared  with  17.  There  have  been  no  deaths  from 
this  disease. 

Diphtheria  has  been  present  more  or  less  throughout  the  year, 
but  not  in  any  large  numbers,  there  being  only  1 1 cases  notified  during 
that  period.  There  have  been  no  fatal  cases  from  this  disease. 

Enteric  Fever  appeared  in  epidemic  form  during  the  months  of 
August  and  September,  and  more  particularly  in  Abram  Brow  Ward. 
29  cases  in  all  were  notified,  and  of  these  28  were  removed  to  the 
Hospital  with  only  one  fatal  result.  A special  Report  on  this  out- 
break was  submitted  to  you  in  September. 

Diarrhoea.  This  disease  with  its  allies  (the  different  forms  of 
Enteritis)  was  very  prevalent  throughout  the  whole  of  the  district 
during  the  hot  weather  (July  and  August),  and  was  responsible  for 
11  deaths,  eight  of  these  being  in  children  under  12  months. 

Measles  have  appeared  in  various  parts  of  the  district  at  different 
times  of  the  year.  In  Abram  Brow,  Bamfurlong,  and  Bickershaw 
Wards  in  June,  July,  and  August;  in  Plank  Lane  Ward  more  par- 
ticularly in  November  and  December.  There  have  been  6 deaths  as 
the  result  of  this  disease. 
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Respiratory  Diseases.  The  deaths  from  these  diseases  are  18  in 
number,  equal  to  a mortality  rate  of  2.45  per  thousand.  They  consist 
of  Bronchitis  7,  Pneumonia  and  Broncho-Pneumonia  10,  and  Pleurisy 
1.  5 of  these  deaths  have  occurred  in  children  under  12  months. 


These  deaths  are  4 less  than  in  1910. 

The  Ward  distribution  is  : — * 

Abram  Brow  ...  ...  ...  5 

Bamfurlong  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bickershaw  ...  ...  ...  2 

Plank  Lane  ...  ...  ...  9 


Whooping  Cough  has  been  fairly  general  throughout  the  year, 
although  not  appearing  in  Epidemic  form,  except  in  Plank  Lane 
Ward  in  November. 


Heart  Disease.  There  have  been  12  deaths  from  this  cause,  this 
being  7 more  than  last  year,  and  gives  a rate  of  1.7  per  thousand. 

Premature  Births.  4 deaths  from  this  cause,  this  being  two  more 
than  last  year. 

Deaths  from  Violence  are  16  in  number,  equal  to  a rate  of  2.3  per 
thousand  and  are  made  up  of  Drowning  3,  Burning  2,  Collision  with 
lurry  1,  Falling  from  ladder  1,  Bun  over  with  roller  1,  Colliery  acci- 
dents 8 (6  of  these  being  bodies  of  unknown  persons  recovered  from 
the  Maypole  Colliery). 

Deaths  from  all  other  causes  are  27  in  number,  being  6 more  than 
last  year. 

Uncertified  Deaths,  6 in  number,  being  two  more  than  last  year. 
There  being  2 each  in  Abram  Brow,  Bamfurlong,  and  Bickershaw 
Wards  respectively . 

The  Factory  and  Workshops  Act.  The  bakehouses,  workshops,  and 
workplaces  have  all  been  frequently  inspected,  and  found  satisfactory. 

The  premises  consist  of 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

33 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  been  visited  frequently,  and  found  on 
the  whole  satisfactory. 
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Samples  of  Milk.  3 were  taken  and  bacteriologically  examined, 
more  particularly  with  the  idea  of  finding  if  Typhoid  bacillus  were 
present;  none  however  were  found,  but  numerous  bacilli  indicating 
the  presence  of  unnecessary  dirt  were  found.  The  attention  of  the 
milk  purveyors  was  drawn  to  this  condition,  and  there  has  certainly 
been  an  improvement. 

The  one  registered  slaughterhouse  has  been  frequently  visited 
nothing  being  found  to  which  exception  could  be  taken. 

Midwives  Act.  This  Act  continues  to  be  carried  out  in  a satisfac- 
tory manner,  and  another  midwife  has  been  added  to  the  list. 

The  Water  Supply  has  been  satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 
The  lining  of  the  Service  Reservoir  with  concrete  has  proved  bene- 
ficial, and  as  a precaution  against  animals,  &c.  getting  into  the  water 
an  iron  fence  has  been  erected  round  the  top  on  the  bank.  Samples 
of  the  water  submitted  for  analysis  have  been  found  alright. 

The  Housing  and  Tovm-Planning  Act.  48  houses  have  been 
examined  and  reported  on  in  connection  with  this  Act,  with  the  fol- 
lowing results : 2 houses  have  been  demolished,  while  all  the  others 
are  being  repaired,  except  2 in  Crank  wood  Road,  to  which  nothing 
has  been  done. 


I beg  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  O.  BENTHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  I. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1911  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 

DISTRICT  OF  ABRAM. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1911.  District  of  Abram. 
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TABLE  IV.  District  of  ABRAM. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  19H. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  Yarious  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


ll 


13  5 ® ® b - 

li'SSj  S 

Ha  3 ^ 


*qiaoK  SI-6  ^ 


sM^om  6*9  ^ . 


sq^uopg;  9-8 


h?  : 


sqiuoR  8-x  ^ 


qiao K l 
aapun  i^oj,  ^ 


f-8 


sq9aM  8-S  cm  • 


sn80M  s-x 


^00A\  TJ0pnn 


<M  CM  CM  SO  fH  i-H 


CM 


CO 


<£> 


03  c 

oU 


p 

■< 

O 

j 

p 


pi 

£ a 


a a 


be. 

_ P 

: o 
*Q 

bo 

P 

03  ’P 

- 03  P-i 

i— i O 

■“  o . 

TO  r-J 

03  HH 


P 

3 -p 


2 P £3 

H ^ pq 


P 


it 

I_j  r-4 

1 <o 

I « 

PB 


s 

p 

gn 

P <J3 
O P 

QPh 


® 03  .«  g 

-g  id  P P 

■gtf  1° 

P O P P 
•p  p p © 

P O 03  _P 

® ° p2 

^PPCbO 


CM  CO 
CM 


00  rt 

~P  53 

2 «*H 

*a.s 

P 

•ih  0) 
© % 

P g 

.-£  bJD 

bo_S 


JO  CM 
00  — i 


p 

P 

© 

© 

*2 


PQ 


12 


COUNTY  OF  LANCASTER. 


Name  of  District:  Abram. 


PHTHISIS:  SANATORIUM  AND  HOSPITAL 
ACCOMMODATION. 


Total  number 
of  Beds  ? 

(a)  Early  cases 

(b)  Intermediate  cases 

(c)  Advanced  cases 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Do  the  Sanitary  Authority  use — (1)  their  Isolation  Hospital,  or 
(2)  their  Small-pox  Hospital,  for  cases  of  Phthisis?  No. 

Do  the  Sanitary  Authority  reserve  beds  in  any  Phthisis  Sana- 
torium. If  so,  how  many,  and  in  what  Sanatorium?  No. 

Do  the  Sanitary  Authority  provide  portable  open-air  Shelters  or 
Tents?  No. 

Have  the  Council,  or  any  Private  Body,  provided  a Dispensary, 
if  so,  give  particulars.  Nt>. 


A.  O.  BENTHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


January,  1912. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  Year  1911,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Abram, 

On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  & Workshop  Act,  1901,  in 
connection  with  Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  & Homework, 


1 — INSPECTION  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances. 

No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
Inspec-  Written  Prosecu- 

Premises  tions.  Notices.  tions. 

Factories  (Including  Factory  Laundries)  1 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  21 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report)  12 

Total  34 

2—  DEFECTS  FOUND  in  Factories,  Workshops  & Workplaces. 

Number  of  Defects 

t A 

Referred  to  No.  of 

Found.  Remedied.  H.M.  Inspector.  Prosecutions. 

Want  of  cleanliness  ^ 2 -- • •• 

Total  2 2 

3.— HOME  WORK, 

Addresses  of  Outworkers.  Inspections  of  Out- 

Received  from  other  Councils.  woi'kers’  pi’emisea. 

Nil. 

Total  Nil. 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 


Workshops:  Bakehouses  ...  ...  8 

Blacksmith  ...  •••  L 

W heel  wrights  ...  ...  ^ 

Tinsmith  ...  1 

Cloggers  ...  ...  ...  8 

Coffin  Maker  ...  ...  1 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register  21 


January,  1912. 


A.  O.  BENTHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


TABLE  (C). 
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COUNTY  OF  LANCASTER 


Summary  of  Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  1911. 


Urban  District  of  Abram. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  A.  O.  Bentham.  Salary,  £40. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  W.  H.  Roby.  Salary,  £90. 

Does  Inspector  hold  any  other  appointments.  If  so,  what? 

Surveyor. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Hospital  Accommodation  ? 

For  Small-pox,  Corrugated  Iron  Building. 

For  other  Infectious  Diseases,  Isolation  Hospital. 

Is  it  joint  or  otherwise  ? Not  joint. 

No.  of  Beds  available  for  your  District  : For  Small-pox,  4. 

For  other  Infectious  Diseases,  8. 

No.  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  from  your  District? 

Small-pox,  nil.  Diphtheria,  1.  Scarlet  Fever  3.  Enteric 
Fever,  28.  Total,  32. 

Deaths  in  Hospital  of  patients  from  your  district? 

From  what  causes?  1 from  Enteric  Fever. 

How  is  Disinfection  carried  out?  Houses,  Sulphur  Fumigation. 
No.  of  Houses  disinfected?  58.  Apparatus  used  for  Clothing,  Bedding, 
&c.  (steam  or  otherwise)?  Manlove  & Alliot  (steam).  Where  is 
apparatus  situated?  Isolation  Hospital. 

If  Apparatus  at  a Hospital,  is  it  available  to  be  used  for  the  dis- 
infection of  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.  of  Patients  not  removed  to  the 
Hospital  ? Yes. 

No.  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  under  the  Notifica- 
tion Act  ? 71. 
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Are  any  Diseases  not  specifically  mentioned  in  the  Act  notifi- 
able (for  instance,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diarrhoea, 
Chicken  Pox,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  &c.  If  so,  what 
are  they?  Yes,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Diseases  specially  prevalent  ? 1 Enteric  Fever,  2 Measles, 

3 Diarrhoea,  4 Whooping  Cough.  Period?  1,  August  and  Septem- 
ber ; 2,  November  and  December ; 3,  J uly  and  August ; 4,  November 
and  December. 

Any  Schools  Closed  ? Yes.  St.  Andrew’s  Infants.  If  so,  for 
what  disease  ? Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

No.  of  Special  Reports  made  under  Art.  XIX  (15  and  16)  Sani- 
tary Officers’  Order,  1910?  2. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — No.  of  cases  reported  under  the  Public 
Health  (Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1908  and  1911 : In  Poor  Law 
Institutions  and  amongst  poor  persons  ? Nil.  Amongst  in-patients 
and  out-patients  of  hospitals,  Nil. 

Has  any  arrangement  been  made  for  the  “ voluntary  ” notification 
of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis?  No. 

Bacteriological  Examinations.  No.  and  nature  of  specimens 
examined?  Nil. 

Arrangement  (if  any)  made  under  the  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin 
Order,  1910?  Anti-toxin  supplied  free  on  application. 
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“ The  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Acts,  1890  to  1909.’’ 


Has  your  Authority  determined 
the  procedure  to  be  adopted 
for  the  inspection  of  your  Dis- 
trict as  required  by  Article  1 
of  the  Regulations?  No. 

Has  your  Authority  prepared,  as 
required  by  Article  1 (3),  a 
list  of  dwelling-houses,  the 
early  inspection  of  which  is 
desirable  ? No. 

Has  your  Authority  designated 
an  officer  to  undertake  the 
special  inspection  of  houses 
and  to  keep  the  records  stipu- 
lated by  Article  2.  If  so. 
what  officer?  Medical  Officer 
and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Have  the  necessary  books,  forms, 
&c.,  for  keeping  the  required 
records  been  obtained?  Yes. 


From  where  is  the  Water  Supply 
obtained?  What  is  its  condi- 
tion. 


Action  taken  in  1911 : — 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  in- 
spected ? 48. 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  con- 
sidered unfit  foi  human 

habitation  ? 10. 

No.  of  Representations  to 
Authority  with  a view  to 
making  Closing  Orders?  10. 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made?  9. 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  in 
which  defects  were  remedied 
without  making  Closing 

Orders?  14. 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses!  put 
into  a fit  state  of  habitation 
after  making  Closing 

Orders  ? 9. 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  de- 
molished ? 2. 

General  character  of  defects 
found  to  exist  ? General 

dilapidations. 

Liverpool  Corporation.  Good. 
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Is  it  subject  to  your  inspection? 

Yes. 

Is  scavenging  and  Removal  of 
House  Refuse  carried  out  satis- 
factorily ? 

Yes. 

How  performed  : — By  Sanitary 
Authority,  Contract,  or  Occu- 
piers of  Houses? 

By  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of? 

On  special  tips. 

Has  a Destructor  been  pro- 
vided ? 

No. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Method 
of  Treatment? 

Septic  tank,  bacteria  beds,  and 
land  filtration. 

What  is  the  character  of  the 
Drainage  System? 

Only  fair,  being  affected  by 
mining  subsidences. 

Drain  Testing,  Flushing,  &c. 

All  new  drains  tested  with 
smoke ; sewers  flushed  periodi- 
cally. 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  the 
Pollution  of  Streams? 

Nil. 

Canal  Boats:  Number  Inspected? 

65. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the 
Bakehouses  ? 

Satisfactory. 

„ Slaughter  Houses  ? 

Good. 

Has  a public  Abattoir  been 
provided  ? No. 

,,  Lodging  Houses? 

Nil.  Are  they  Registered?  — 

What  is  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  Schools? 

V ery  sat isf actory . 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk- 
shops — 

Are  they  periodically  inspected? 
Yes.  What  is  their  condition  ? 
Generally  satisfactory. 

Have  Regulations  been  made 
under  the  order  of  the 
L.G.B.? 

Yes.  Are  they  enforced?  Yes, 

18 


Amount  of  air  space  in  cubic 
feet  required  for  each  caw? 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  ? 

No.  of  Dairymen  or  Purveyors 
of  Milk  (other  than  Cow- 
keepers)  ? 

Food  unfit  for  Human  Consump- 
tion : Amount  seized  ? 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  and 
result  ? 

Department  of  Inspector  of 
Nuisances. 


Closet  accommodation  of  the 
District  ? 


Smoke 


Has  the  Authority  adopted — 


Has  a Health  Visitor  ’ been 
appointed  ? 

Notable  sanitary  improvements 
during  1911. 

Chief  Sanitary  requirements  of 
District. 


500. 

25.  No.  on  Register?  25. 

1.  No.  on  Register?  1. 

Nil. 

Nil: 

No.  of  Notices  served  ? 66. 

N uisances  remedied  ? 583. 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken 
and  result?  Nil. 

No.  of  Privy  Middens?  1081. 

Pail  Closets?  20. 

Fresh  Water  Closets?  191. 

Waste  Water  Closets?  Nil. 

No.  of  Privy  Middens  converted 
during  1911? 

To  w.c/s  25,  to  Pails,  &c.  Nil. 

No.  of  Pail  Closets  converted  to 
w.c/s?  Nil. 

No.  of  Observations?  Nil. 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken 
and  result?  Nil. 

What  is  the  time  limit  allowed 
for  the  emission  of  black 
smoke  per  hour?  None  fixed. 

“ The  Infectious  Diseases  (Pre- 
vention) Act,  1890”  ? Yes. 

“ The  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907”?  Yes. 

“ The  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890”?  Yes. 

“ The  Notification  of  Births  Act, 
1907  ”?  No. 

No. 

Conversion  of  Privies  to  Water 
Closets ; Repairs  to  old  pro- 
perty. 

Conversion  to  Water  Closets; 
paving  of  private  streets. 

A.  O.  BENTHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


January.  1912, 
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NUISANCE  INSPECTOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

January,  1912. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Abram  Urban 
District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  give  below  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  Sanitary  Department  for  the  year  ending 
December  3 1st,  1911. 

Stopped  drains  opened  and  cleaned  ...  ...  121 

Drains  taken  up  and  relaid  or  renewed  ...  ...  125 

Disconnecting  traps  fixed  to  old  drains  ...  ...  46 

Premises  re-drained  and  connected  to  main  sewer  ...  2 

Deep,  wet  ashpits  raised  and  rendered  dry  ..  ...  2 

Leaking  and  defective  ashpit®  and  closets  repaired  ...  31 

Privies  converted  to  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  25 

New  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Back  passages  cleaned  and  ashed  ...  ...  ...  15 

Paving  back  yards  and  round  gullies  ...  . . 22 

Defective  slop-pipes  and  waste  pipes  repaired  ...  14 

New  ventilating  shafts  fixed  to  old  drains  ...  ...  3 

Downspouts  disconnected  from  drains  ...  ..  14 

Keeping  pigs  as  a nuisance  ...  ...  ...  4 

Poultry  and  pigeons  removed  from  house  yards  ...  2 

Defective  spouts,  roofs,  &c.  repaired  ..  ...  33 

Water-logged  and  foul  cellars  drained,  &c.  ...  ..  4 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

House®  lime  washed  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Dirty  premises  and  foul  privies  ...  ...  ...  32 

Accumulation  of  manure  and  filth  ...  ...  5 

Old  drains  tested  wdth  smoke  machine  ...  ...  128 

Foul  well  filled  up  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

714 

66  Notices  have  been  served. 

About  700  yards  of  the  main  sewer  has  been  taken  up  and  relaid, 
through  mining  subsidence.  Four  6-inch  ventilating  shafts  have  been 
erected,  and  a new  manhole  built. 


A 
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Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Excellent  results  have  again  been 
obtained  from  the  treatment  of  the  sewage,  and  all  the  samples  of  the 
effluent  marked  “ good.” 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  Twelve  samples  of  milk  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  County  Analyst,  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 


Workshops : 

Blacksmith 

1 

Wheelwrights 

2 

Tinsmith 

1 

doggers 

8 

Coffin  Maker 

1 

— 13 

Workplaces: 

Dressmakers 

. 10 

Stocking  Knitter 

1 

Clogger  and  Shoemaker  ... 

1 

— 12 

Bakehouses 

...  8 
33 

— 

Disinfection.  The  number  of  premises  fumigated  is 

58  houses  and 

4 schools,  and  the  following  articles  were  passed 

through  the 

disinfector : — 

Beds 

43 

Bolsters  and  Pillows 

90 

Covers 

8 

Sheets 

38 

Blankets 

72 

Quilts 

50 

Shawls 

10 

Dresses 

7 

Underclothing 

65 

Caps  and  bonnets 

24 

Trousers,  jackets,  waistcoats  and  coats  . . 

66 

Pinafores 

6 

Sundry  articles 

130 

610 
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Nightsoil.  The  Council  have  now  undertaken  the  whole  of  this 
work  with  direct  labour,  and  this  arrangement  is  more  satisfactory. 
1624  ashpits  have  been  emptied,  necessitating  the  removal  of  1631 
loads. 


New  Property.  Only  two  new  houses  have  been  erected  during 
the  year. 

Slaughter-house.  Everything  has  been  found  quite  in  order 
during  the  frequent  inspections. 

I beg  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


W.  H.  KOBY, 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


' 

. 


